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In 2019, more than 5 million providers cared for one or more children either in their own home or in

a child’'s home.! Home-based child care (HBCC) providers are a varied group that includes both listed
providers and unlisted providers who do and do not receive payment. HBCC is especially prevalent in
communities of color, communities with high concentrations of people from immigrant backgrounds,
areas of concentrated poverty, and rural communities.?® Yet, research on HBCC lags behind research
on center-based child care and early education (CCEE),* and the least is known about unlisted
providers who do not appear on state or national provider lists and work outside the formal systems
supporting CCEE programs.>® Using the 2019 National Survey of Early Care and Education (NSECE), this
brief focuses on the demographic, educational, economic, and health and wellbeing characteristics of
unlisted HBCC providers.

These analyses were conducted as part of the Home-Based Child Care Supply and Quality (HBCCSQ)
project. This project aims to fill gaps in the knowledge base on HBCC. The analyses drew from an
expansive range of variables from the 2019 NSECE Home-Based Provider Survey. We examined each
characteristic separately for unlisted providers who accepted payment, unlisted providers who did not
accept payment, and listed providers, and conducted pairwise comparisons between each of these
groups using two-tailed t-tests. We highlight differences between groups when the p-value associated

with this test falls below the 5 percent level. We weighted all analyses using NSECE-constructed weights
so that results are representative of HBCC providers across the nation in 2019.7

Exhibit 1. Types of HBCC providers as defined by the NSECE

~ 91,200 providers These providers may be licensed, regulated, license-exempt, or registered. There is
variation across states in the use of these terms and associated definitions. The 2019
NSECE interviewed approximately 4,240 listed providers representing 91,200 listed
providers across the nation.

Unlisted, paid [ Unlisted, paid HBCC providers do not appear on local, state, or national lists of CCEE
. ~ 1,050,000 providers service providers but regularly care for one or more children who are not their own and do
not live in the same household for five or more hours per week in an HBCC setting. These
providers receive payment to provide care for one or more of the children. The 2019 NSECE
interviewed approximately 380 unlisted, paid providers representing 1,050,000 unlisted,
paid providers across the nation.

I] \ Listed [ Listed HBCC providers appear on local, state, or national lists of CCEE service providers.

Unlisted, unpaid M Unlisted, unpaid HBCC providers do not appear on local, state, or national lists of CCEE

~ 4,030,000 providers service providers but regularly care for one or more children who are not their own and do
not live in the same household for five or more hours per week in an HBCC setting. These
providers do not receive payment to care for any of the children. The 2019 NSECE
interviewed approximately 1,280 unlisted, unpaid providers representing 4,030,000
unlisted, unpaid providers across the nation.
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Unlisted, unpaid providers were mainly older relatives, often caring
for grandchildren, and most identified as White, non-Hispanic.
|

Unlisted, unpaid providers were older than other HBCC providers and almost exclusively cared for
children with whom they had a prior personal relationship. Compared to other HBCC providers, the
greatest proportion cared for grandchildren, while, compared to unlisted, paid providers, fewer cared
for other relative children (such as nieces, nephews, and cousins) and other non-relative children with

whom they had a prior relationship.

Age of provider Listed Unlisted, paid Unlisted, unpaid
60 orhigher® [ 1 211% D RERA I 45.5%
50to60% [ |325% [L]153% B 21.0%
40t050% [ ]253% L 15.4% B 10.3%
30to40> [ |16.8% T 22.2% Bl o.4%
Under 30° [ | 4.3% T 283% M 12.9%

. Had prior relationship
Cared for one or more children with all children in care-

Il Grandchildren®e [ 1 Own or partner's children with whom they do not live
[ Other relative childrenae Other non-relative children with prior relationship?@c

Listed

Unlisted,
paid

Unlisted,
unpaid

We use superscripts to indicate statistically significant differences between group means or percentages. Superscript
‘a’ indicates a difference between listed and unlisted, paid providers; ‘b’ indicates a difference between listed and
unlisted, unpaid providers; and ‘c’ indicates a difference between unlisted, paid and unlisted, unpaid providers.

Compared to other HBCC providers, unlisted, unpaid providers were more likely to be White, non-Hispanic,
and less likely to be immigrants and to speak a language other than English.

- Immigrated to U.S.k¢ |:| Speaks language other than Englishe
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Unlisted, unpaid providers reported a mix of education levels; they were both more likely than other
providers to have a bachelor’'s degree and more likely than listed providers to have a high school
education or below.

37.8% 36.7% 35.2%

31.5%

26.8%

27.2%

19.1% 18.9% 19.8%
10.9% 11.4%

High school or below?* Some college credit® Associate degree®® Bachelor's degree

or higher®®
|:| Listed

. Unlisted, paid - Unlisted, unpaid

Meanwhile, unlisted, unpaid providers reported fewer economic resources in some areas than listed
providers. They had lower incomes and rates of home ownership, even though 40 percent reported
having a paid job in addition to providing regular unpaid care.

Listed Unlisted, paid Unlisted, unpaid

Had other paid job® [ |13.3% 351% [ XA

[ ]
Number of hours
per 40-hour work
week spent at 14.9 28.5 34.7
other job among
those employedz® M Tu | W Th F F M Tu W Th H

Unlisted, paid providers were younger, were more likely to identify
as Black or Hispanic/Latino/a, experienced lower levels of wealth

as measured by low household income and low home ownership,
and had less access to health care compared to other providers.

|

Unlisted, paid providers were younger than other HBCC providers. Compared to unlisted, unpaid providers,
they were less likely to care for one or more grandchildren, and were the most likely to care for other
relative and non-relative children with a prior relationship. Approximately half reported being married or
living with a partner, although this was a smaller proportion compared to other HBCC providers.

Listed

paid
unpaid 26.0%
B Varried or living [ ] Widowed, separated, I Never married, not living
with partnera>© or divorced®e with partnerace
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|

Relative to other providers, a greater percentage of unlisted, paid providers identified as Hispanic/
Latino/a and the fewest identified as White. They were more likely than unlisted, unpaid providers to
identify as Black, non-Hispanic.

Listed 23%
UnllsteFI, 27.6%
paid
Unllstefi, 20.2%
unpaid
- Hispanic/ I:I Black, - White, - Other,
Latino/azgke non-Hispanic® non-Hispanic2®® non-Hispanic

Unlisted, paid providers had the lowest household incomes, lived in homes with the most family
members, and had the lowest rates of home ownership relative to other HBCC providers.

iores I I s o0
$17,300

Unlisted, NN 39,300
paid $9,350

Unlisted, $54,700 60%
unpaid $14,700

B Annual Household Incomesc [_| Household Income per Family Memberabe

Owned home?°*

© e

Although most providers were insured, unlisted, paid providers were the most likely to be without health
insurance and had lower self-reported health statuses compared to listed providers.

- Private Health |:| Public Health - Uninsured®e
Insurance®® Insurance®®
Listed Unlisted, paid Unlisted, unpaid

Fair or poor healtha I:I 15.4% - 29.6% - 29.2%
Excellent health® [ | 34.5% 25.5% B 22
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Implications

These findings highlight specific disparities among groups of home-based providers in economic,
educational, and health experiences. For instance, lower household incomes and rates of home
ownership indicate less economic stability among unlisted, paid providers compared to their listed
and unlisted, unpaid peers. At the same time, they were much more likely than listed providers to
have other paid employment. The findings also point to provider age as an important gateway to
understanding key differences among HBCC providers, including in their health statuses and future
plans for providing CCEE. Finally, the data suggest a need to better understand the role of certain
unlisted provider characteristics — such as immigration status and home ownership status —in their
ability and/or willingness to become licensed or regulated. More broadly, greater awareness of these
meaningful differences in providers’ experiences can inform programs and strategies for sustaining
home-based providers and supporting quality of care in home-based settings.
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The Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation in the Administration for Children and Families
contracted with Mathematica; the Erikson Institute; and Toni Porter, Early Care and Education
Consulting, to conduct the Home-Based Child Care Supply and Quality (HBCCSQ) project. For more
information about the project, visit https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/project/home-based-child-care-
supply-and-quality-2019-2024. This brief is part of a series of research briefs summarizing findings from
the HBCCSQ analysis of unlisted providers in the 2019 NSECE. The following individuals also provided key
contributions to this analysis: James Troxel, Natalie Reid, Judy Cannon, Cathy Lu, and Gwyneth Olson.

We are grateful to David Alexander, Alison Hooper, and Natalie Renew for their contributions to the
development of this product, and to the NSECE Project Team for their ongoing collaboration.

Project officers: Ann Rivera and Bonnie Mackintosh
Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation
Administration for Children and Families

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services

Project director: Patricia Del Grosso
Mathematica

1100 First Street, NE, 12th Floor
Washington, DC 20002-4221

This report is in the public domain. Permission to reproduce is not necessary. Suggested citation: Owen
Schochet, Ann Li, Patricia Del Grosso, Nikki Aikens, Sally Atkins-Burnett, Toni Porter, and Juliet Bromer (2022).

A National Portrait of Unlisted Home-Based Child Care Providers: Provider Demographics, Economic Well-
being, and Health. OPRE Brief #2022-280. Washington, DC: Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation,

Administration for Children and Families, US. Department of Health and Human Services.

This brief was funded by the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Administration for Children and
Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, under contract number HHSP233201500035!/
75P0O0119F37042.

The views expressed in this publication do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Office of Planning,
Research, and Evaluation, the Administration for Children and Families, or the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services.

This report and other reports sponsored by the Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation are available at
www.acf.hhs.gov/opre.

Connect with OPRE

000006

DECEMBER 2022 > mathematica.org FOLLOW US > o o @



http://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre
https://www.mathematica.org/
https://www.facebook.com/OPRE.ACF
https://www.instagram.com/accounts/login/?next=/opre_acf/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/opreacf?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.com%2F
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/newsletter
https://twitter.com/OPRE_ACF?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.instagram.com/mathematicanow/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mathematica-/
https://www.facebook.com/MathematicaNow/
https://twitter.com/MathematicaNow
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/project/home-based-child-care-supply-and-quality-2019-2024
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/project/home-based-child-care-supply-and-quality-2019-2024
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/opre/report/national-portait-unlisted-home-based-child-care-providers




Accessibility Report





		Filename: 

		HBCCSQ_SecondaryAnalyses_FS1.pdf









		Report created by: 

		



		Organization: 

		







[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]



Summary



The checker found no problems in this document.





		Needs manual check: 0



		Passed manually: 3



		Failed manually: 0



		Skipped: 0



		Passed: 29



		Failed: 0







Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		Passed		Accessibility permission flag must be set



		Image-only PDF		Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		Passed manually		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		Passed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		Passed manually		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		Passed manually		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		Passed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		Passed		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		Passed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		Passed		Other elements that require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		Passed		Tables should have headers



		Regularity		Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		Passed		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		Passed		Appropriate nesting










Back to Top



