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As the number of adoptions has increased over time, the growth in transracial adoptions
has outpaced the growth in same race adoptions. Between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019,

the number of transracial adoptions increased by 58% while the number of same race
adoptions increased by 24%. Transracial adoptions grew by 5 points, from 23% to 28% of all
adoptions*

*Adoptions with missing or insufficient race information were not factored in calculating the change in the proportion of transracial
and same race adoptions.

Figure 1. The number of foster care adoptions in the U.S. increased 22% from
2005-2007 to 2017-2019.
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Figure 2. The proportion of transracial adoptions increased in most states
between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019.

Ten states with the greatest change in proportion of transracial adoptions*

19.4
185 Change in proportion of transracial adoptions
| More than 5% increase: 24 States
470 <>®/

16.6
Between -5% and 5% growth: 20 States
138 13.4 153 More than 5% reduction: 2 States
i 12.7
N4
10.6
9.4
46
r A
I
L Jd
Oy . N «q/é /[,@

o 0 O %
L %, Yo, o S, oy o
/C) % /’I/O ’50 O O/)) O\S‘ % Cx % y
(% “ s % o o O o
O <, 54
(o4 <,
.
©

Figure 3. Most states had increases in the proportion of transracial adoptions
and in the number of adoptions overall.
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*New York, Maine, Massachusetts, West Virginia, and Washington were not included given insufficient race/ethnicity data across
the time period. Adoptions with insufficient race/ethnicity data were not included in the percentage calculations.
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Figure 4. While there was an increase in adoptions for White children and chil-
dren of Hispanic origin between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019, there was a decline in
adoptions for Black children. Over the same period, the gap between White and
non-White adoptions decreased.
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Figure 5. Across the United States in 2017-2019, roughly half of adopted
children are White.

In the U.S,, Black children comprised 23% of all children in foster care in 2019 and also 22%
of all children waiting for adoption at the end of 2019. Relative to these populations, Black
children were underrepresented among those that were adopted in 2019 (18%). There was
no disproportionality for Hispanic children.
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Figure 6. As the number of adoptions increased between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019, the
number and proportion of adoptions that were transracial also increased.

The increase in proportion of transracial adoptions of Black children was mostly because of a decline in

same race adoptions.
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Endnotes

a. The data used in this publication, [Datasets 130,136,142,148,152,164,168,177,190,193,201,216,226,240,241, AFCARS Adoption FY2005-2019;
Datasets 131,137,143,149,153,163,167,176,187,192,200,215,225,235,239, AFCARS Foster care FY2005-2019], were obtained from the National
Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect and have been used in accordance with its Terms of Use Agreement license. The Administration
on Children, Youth and Families, the Children's Bureau, the original dataset collection personnel or funding source, NDACAN, Cornell
University and their agents or employees bear no responsibility for the analyses or interpretations presented here.

b. All years are the Federal Fiscal Year as reported by AFCARS.

c. Data includes public adoptions from all 50 states and Washington D.C. Puerto Rico was not included given the lack of adoption data
reported in recent years.

d. States were determined to have insufficient race information when 15% or more adoptions had insufficient race information/missing
within the 2005-2007 or the 2017-2019 year bands.

e. The decrease in adoptions of Black children between 2005-2007 and 2017-2019 is partially explained by an increase in adoptions of
children who are Black and more than one race or Black and of Hispanic origin.

f. Transracial is defined using the transracial variable provided in the AFCARS files by the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and
Neglect (NDACAN). That variable identifies as transracial children who do not have the same race as any adoptive parent.

g. Other races and ethnicities consist of more than one race, American Indian, Asian, Hawaiian Pacific Islander.

h. Non-White consists of more than one race, American Indian, Asian, Hawaiian Pacific Islander, and Hispanic origin.

i. To download an electronic copy of this document and for related reports, visit: https:/aspe.hhs.gov/pdf-report/mepa-transracial-adoption
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Adoptions and Transracial Adoptions by State, 2005-2007 and 2017-2019
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		98						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E4. Empty header cells		Passed		All table header cells contain content or property set to passed.		

		99		5		Tags->0->0->37->0->0		Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E5. Merged Cells		Passed		Please verify that the Column/Row span for the higlighted cells is correct. Also, confirm no other cells require specifying a value for Row/Column span.		Verification result set by user.

		100						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E7. Headers/IDs		Passed		All complex tables define header ids for their data cells.		

		101		1,2,3,4,5		Tags->0->0->1->0->0,Tags->0->0->1->0->1,Tags->0->0->1->0->2,Tags->0->0->1->0->3,Tags->0->0->1->0->4,Tags->0->0->1->0->5,Tags->0->0->3->0->0,Tags->0->0->3->0->1,Tags->0->0->3->0->2,Tags->0->0->3->0->3,Tags->0->0->3->0->4,Tags->0->0->3->0->5,Tags->0->0->3->0->6,Tags->0->0->3->0->7,Tags->0->0->3->0->8,Tags->0->0->3->0->9,Tags->0->0->3->0->10,Tags->0->0->3->0->11,Tags->0->0->3->0->12,Tags->0->0->3->0->13,Tags->0->0->3->0->14,Tags->0->0->3->0->15,Tags->0->0->3->0->16,Tags->0->0->3->0->17,Tags->0->0->3->0->18,Tags->0->0->3->0->19,Tags->0->0->3->0->20,Tags->0->0->3->0->21,Tags->0->0->3->0->22,Tags->0->0->3->0->23,Tags->0->0->3->0->24,Tags->0->0->3->0->25,Tags->0->0->3->0->26,Tags->0->0->3->0->27,Tags->0->0->3->0->28,Tags->0->0->3->0->29,Tags->0->0->3->0->30,Tags->0->0->3->0->31,Tags->0->0->3->0->32,Tags->0->0->3->0->33,Tags->0->0->3->0->34,Tags->0->0->3->0->35,Tags->0->0->3->0->36,Tags->0->0->3->0->37,Tags->0->0->3->0->38,Tags->0->0->3->0->39,Tags->0->0->3->0->40,Tags->0->0->3->0->41,Tags->0->0->3->0->42,Tags->0->0->3->0->43,Tags->0->0->3->0->44,Tags->0->0->3->0->45,Tags->0->0->3->0->46,Tags->0->0->3->0->47,Tags->0->0->3->0->48,Tags->0->0->3->0->49,Tags->0->0->3->0->50,Tags->0->0->3->0->51,Tags->0->0->3->0->52,Tags->0->0->3->0->53,Tags->0->0->3->0->54,Tags->0->0->3->0->55,Tags->0->0->3->0->56,Tags->0->0->3->0->57,Tags->0->0->3->0->58,Tags->0->0->3->0->59,Tags->0->0->3->0->60,Tags->0->0->3->0->61,Tags->0->0->3->0->62,Tags->0->0->3->0->63,Tags->0->0->3->0->64,Tags->0->0->3->0->65,Tags->0->0->3->0->66,Tags->0->0->3->0->67,Tags->0->0->3->0->68,Tags->0->0->3->0->69,Tags->0->0->3->0->70,Tags->0->0->3->0->71,Tags->0->0->3->0->72,Tags->0->0->3->0->73,Tags->0->0->3->0->74,Tags->0->0->3->0->75,Tags->0->0->3->0->76,Tags->0->0->3->0->77,Tags->0->0->3->0->78,Tags->0->0->3->0->79,Tags->0->0->3->0->80,Tags->0->0->3->0->81,Tags->0->0->3->0->82,Tags->0->0->3->0->83,Tags->0->0->3->0->84,Tags->0->0->3->0->85,Tags->0->0->3->0->86,Tags->0->0->3->0->87,Tags->0->0->3->0->88,Tags->0->0->3->1->0->0,Tags->0->0->5->0->0,Tags->0->0->5->0->1,Tags->0->0->5->0->2,Tags->0->0->5->0->3,Tags->0->0->5->0->4,Tags->0->0->5->0->5,Tags->0->0->5->0->6,Tags->0->0->5->0->7,Tags->0->0->5->0->8,Tags->0->0->5->0->9,Tags->0->0->5->0->10,Tags->0->0->5->0->11,Tags->0->0->5->0->12,Tags->0->0->5->0->13,Tags->0->0->5->0->14,Tags->0->0->5->0->15,Tags->0->0->5->0->16,Tags->0->0->5->0->17,Tags->0->0->5->0->18,Tags->0->0->5->0->19,Tags->0->0->5->0->20,Tags->0->0->5->0->21,Tags->0->0->5->0->22,Tags->0->0->5->0->23,Tags->0->0->5->0->24,Tags->0->0->5->0->25,Tags->0->0->5->0->26,Tags->0->0->5->0->27,Tags->0->0->5->0->28,Tags->0->0->5->0->29,Tags->0->0->5->0->30,Tags->0->0->5->0->31,Tags->0->0->8->0->0,Tags->0->0->8->0->1,Tags->0->0->8->0->2,Tags->0->0->8->0->3,Tags->0->0->8->0->4,Tags->0->0->8->0->5,Tags->0->0->8->0->6,Tags->0->0->8->0->7,Tags->0->0->9->0->0,Tags->0->0->9->0->1,Tags->0->0->9->0->2,Tags->0->0->9->0->3,Tags->0->0->9->0->4,Tags->0->0->9->0->5,Tags->0->0->9->0->6,Tags->0->0->9->0->7,Tags->0->0->9->0->8,Tags->0->0->10->0->0,Tags->0->0->10->0->1,Tags->0->0->10->0->2,Tags->0->0->10->0->3,Tags->0->0->10->0->4,Tags->0->0->10->0->5,Tags->0->0->10->0->6,Tags->0->0->10->0->7,Tags->0->0->10->0->8,Tags->0->0->10->0->9,Tags->0->0->10->0->10,Tags->0->0->11->0->0,Tags->0->0->11->0->1,Tags->0->0->11->0->2,Tags->0->0->11->0->3,Tags->0->0->11->0->4,Tags->0->0->11->0->5,Tags->0->0->11->0->6,Tags->0->0->11->0->7,Tags->0->0->12->0->0,Tags->0->0->12->0->1,Tags->0->0->12->0->2,Tags->0->0->12->0->3,Tags->0->0->12->0->4,Tags->0->0->12->0->5,Tags->0->0->12->0->6,Tags->0->0->12->0->7,Tags->0->0->12->0->8,Tags->0->0->12->0->9,Tags->0->0->12->0->10,Tags->0->0->12->0->11,Tags->0->0->12->0->12,Tags->0->0->12->0->13,Tags->0->0->12->0->14,Tags->0->0->12->0->15,Tags->0->0->12->0->16,Tags->0->0->12->0->17,Tags->0->0->12->0->18,Tags->0->0->12->0->19,Tags->0->0->12->0->20,Tags->0->0->12->0->21,Tags->0->0->12->0->22,Tags->0->0->12->0->23,Tags->0->0->12->0->24,Tags->0->0->12->0->25,Tags->0->0->12->0->26,Tags->0->0->12->0->27,Tags->0->0->12->0->28,Tags->0->0->12->0->29,Tags->0->0->12->0->30,Tags->0->0->15->0->0,Tags->0->0->15->0->1,Tags->0->0->15->0->2,Tags->0->0->15->0->3,Tags->0->0->15->0->4,Tags->0->0->15->0->5,Tags->0->0->15->0->6,Tags->0->0->15->0->7,Tags->0->0->15->0->8,Tags->0->0->15->0->9,Tags->0->0->15->0->10,Tags->0->0->15->0->11,Tags->0->0->15->0->12,Tags->0->0->15->0->13,Tags->0->0->15->0->14,Tags->0->0->15->0->15,Tags->0->0->15->0->16,Tags->0->0->15->0->17,Tags->0->0->15->0->18,Tags->0->0->15->0->19,Tags->0->0->15->0->20,Tags->0->0->15->0->21,Tags->0->0->18->0->0,Tags->0->0->18->0->1,Tags->0->0->18->0->2,Tags->0->0->18->0->3,Tags->0->0->18->0->4,Tags->0->0->18->0->5,Tags->0->0->18->0->6,Tags->0->0->18->0->7,Tags->0->0->18->0->8,Tags->0->0->18->0->9,Tags->0->0->18->0->10,Tags->0->0->18->0->11,Tags->0->0->18->0->12,Tags->0->0->18->0->13,Tags->0->0->18->0->14,Tags->0->0->18->0->15,Tags->0->0->18->0->16,Tags->0->0->18->0->17,Tags->0->0->18->0->18,Tags->0->0->18->0->19,Tags->0->0->18->0->20,Tags->0->0->18->0->21,Tags->0->0->18->0->22,Tags->0->0->18->0->23,Tags->0->0->18->0->24,Tags->0->0->18->0->25,Tags->0->0->18->0->26,Tags->0->0->18->0->27,Tags->0->0->18->0->28,Tags->0->0->18->0->29,Tags->0->0->18->0->30,Tags->0->0->18->0->31,Tags->0->0->18->0->32,Tags->0->0->18->0->33,Tags->0->0->18->0->34,Tags->0->0->18->0->35,Tags->0->0->18->0->36,Tags->0->0->18->0->37,Tags->0->0->18->0->38,Tags->0->0->18->0->39,Tags->0->0->18->0->40,Tags->0->0->18->0->41,Tags->0->0->18->0->42,Tags->0->0->18->0->43,Tags->0->0->18->0->44,Tags->0->0->18->0->45,Tags->0->0->18->0->46,Tags->0->0->18->0->47,Tags->0->0->18->0->48,Tags->0->0->18->0->49,Tags->0->0->18->0->50,Tags->0->0->18->0->51,Tags->0->0->18->0->52,Tags->0->0->18->0->53,Tags->0->0->18->0->54,Tags->0->0->18->0->55,Tags->0->0->18->0->56,Tags->0->0->18->0->57,Tags->0->0->18->0->58,Tags->0->0->18->0->59,Tags->0->0->18->0->60,Tags->0->0->18->0->61,Tags->0->0->18->0->62,Tags->0->0->20->0->0,Tags->0->0->20->0->1,Tags->0->0->20->0->2,Tags->0->0->20->0->3,Tags->0->0->20->0->4,Tags->0->0->20->0->5,Tags->0->0->20->0->6,Tags->0->0->20->0->7,Tags->0->0->20->0->8,Tags->0->0->20->0->9,Tags->0->0->20->0->10,Tags->0->0->20->0->11,Tags->0->0->20->0->12,Tags->0->0->20->0->13,Tags->0->0->20->0->14,Tags->0->0->20->0->15,Tags->0->0->20->0->16,Tags->0->0->20->0->17,Tags->0->0->20->0->18,Tags->0->0->20->0->19,Tags->0->0->20->0->20,Tags->0->0->20->0->21,Tags->0->0->20->0->22,Tags->0->0->20->0->23,Tags->0->0->21->0->0,Tags->0->0->21->0->1,Tags->0->0->21->0->2,Tags->0->0->21->0->3,Tags->0->0->21->0->4,Tags->0->0->21->0->5,Tags->0->0->21->0->6,Tags->0->0->21->0->7,Tags->0->0->21->0->8,Tags->0->0->21->0->9,Tags->0->0->21->0->10,Tags->0->0->21->0->11,Tags->0->0->21->0->12,Tags->0->0->21->0->13,Tags->0->0->21->0->14,Tags->0->0->21->0->15,Tags->0->0->21->0->16,Tags->0->0->21->0->17,Tags->0->0->21->0->18,Tags->0->0->21->0->19,Tags->0->0->21->0->20,Tags->0->0->21->0->21,Tags->0->0->21->0->22,Tags->0->0->21->0->23,Tags->0->0->21->0->24,Tags->0->0->21->0->25,Tags->0->0->21->0->26,Tags->0->0->21->0->27,Tags->0->0->21->0->28,Tags->0->0->21->0->29,Tags->0->0->21->0->30,Tags->0->0->21->0->31,Tags->0->0->21->0->32,Tags->0->0->21->0->33,Tags->0->0->21->0->34,Tags->0->0->21->0->35,Tags->0->0->21->0->36,Tags->0->0->21->0->37,Tags->0->0->21->0->38,Tags->0->0->21->0->39,Tags->0->0->21->0->40,Tags->0->0->21->0->41,Tags->0->0->21->0->42,Tags->0->0->21->0->43,Tags->0->0->21->0->44,Tags->0->0->21->0->45,Tags->0->0->21->0->46,Tags->0->0->21->0->47,Tags->0->0->21->0->48,Tags->0->0->21->0->49,Tags->0->0->21->0->50,Tags->0->0->21->0->51,Tags->0->0->21->0->52,Tags->0->0->21->0->53,Tags->0->0->21->0->54,Tags->0->0->21->0->55,Tags->0->0->21->0->56,Tags->0->0->21->0->57,Tags->0->0->21->0->58,Tags->0->0->21->0->59,Tags->0->0->21->0->60,Tags->0->0->21->0->61,Tags->0->0->21->0->62,Tags->0->0->21->0->63,Tags->0->0->21->0->64,Tags->0->0->21->0->65,Tags->0->0->21->0->66,Tags->0->0->21->0->67,Tags->0->0->21->0->68,Tags->0->0->21->0->69,Tags->0->0->21->0->70,Tags->0->0->21->0->71,Tags->0->0->23->0->0,Tags->0->0->23->0->1,Tags->0->0->23->0->2,Tags->0->0->23->0->3,Tags->0->0->23->0->4,Tags->0->0->23->0->5,Tags->0->0->23->0->6,Tags->0->0->23->0->7,Tags->0->0->23->0->8,Tags->0->0->23->0->9,Tags->0->0->23->0->10,Tags->0->0->23->0->11,Tags->0->0->23->0->12,Tags->0->0->23->0->13,Tags->0->0->23->0->14,Tags->0->0->23->0->15,Tags->0->0->23->0->16,Tags->0->0->23->0->17,Tags->0->0->23->0->18,Tags->0->0->23->0->19,Tags->0->0->23->0->20,Tags->0->0->23->0->21,Tags->0->0->23->0->22,Tags->0->0->23->0->23,Tags->0->0->23->0->24,Tags->0->0->23->0->25,Tags->0->0->23->0->26,Tags->0->0->23->0->27,Tags->0->0->23->0->28,Tags->0->0->23->0->29,Tags->0->0->23->0->30,Tags->0->0->23->0->31,Tags->0->0->23->0->32,Tags->0->0->23->0->33,Tags->0->0->23->0->34,Tags->0->0->23->0->35,Tags->0->0->23->0->36,Tags->0->0->23->0->37,Tags->0->0->24->0->0,Tags->0->0->24->0->1,Tags->0->0->24->0->2,Tags->0->0->24->0->3,Tags->0->0->24->0->4,Tags->0->0->24->0->5,Tags->0->0->24->0->6,Tags->0->0->24->0->7,Tags->0->0->24->0->8,Tags->0->0->24->0->9,Tags->0->0->24->0->10,Tags->0->0->24->0->11,Tags->0->0->24->0->12,Tags->0->0->24->0->13,Tags->0->0->24->0->14,Tags->0->0->24->0->15,Tags->0->0->24->0->16,Tags->0->0->24->0->17,Tags->0->0->24->0->18,Tags->0->0->24->0->19,Tags->0->0->24->0->20,Tags->0->0->24->0->21,Tags->0->0->24->0->22,Tags->0->0->24->0->23,Tags->0->0->24->0->24,Tags->0->0->36->0->0,Tags->0->0->36->0->1,Tags->0->0->36->0->2,Tags->0->0->36->0->3,Tags->0->0->36->0->4,Tags->0->0->36->0->5,Tags->0->0->36->0->6,Tags->0->0->36->0->7,Tags->0->0->36->0->8,Tags->0->0->36->0->9,Tags->0->0->36->0->10,Tags->0->0->36->0->11,Tags->0->0->36->0->12,Tags->0->0->36->0->13,Tags->0->0->36->0->14,Tags->0->0->36->0->15,Tags->0->0->36->0->16,Tags->0->0->36->0->17,Tags->0->0->36->0->18,Tags->0->0->36->0->19,Tags->0->0->36->0->20		Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		The highlighted TextRun is larger than the Mode of the text size in the document and is not within a tag indicating heading. Should this be tagged within a Heading?		Verification result set by user.

		102						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G1. Visual Headings in Heading tags		Passed		All Visual Headings are tagged as Headings.		

		103						Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G2. Heading levels skipping		Passed		All Headings are nested correctly		

		104		1,4		Tags->0->0->2,Tags->0->0->26		Section G: PDFs containing Headings		G3 & G4. Headings mark section of contents		Passed		Is the highlighted heading tag used on text that defines a section of content and if so, does the Heading text accurately describe the sectional content?		Verification result set by user.

		105						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H5. Tab order		Passed		All pages that contain annotations have tabbing order set to follow the logical structure.		

		106						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I3. Language for words and phrases		Passed		All words were found in their corresponding language's dictionary		

		107						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I4. Table of Contents		Passed		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		Verification result set by user.

		108						Section A: All PDFs		A5. Is the document free from content that flashes more than 3 times per second?		Not Applicable		No elements that could cause flicker were detected in this document.		

		109						Section D: PDFs containing Images		D2. Figures Alternative text		Not Applicable		No Formula tags were detected in this document.		

		110						Section E: PDFs containing Tables		E6. Header scope		Not Applicable		No simple tables were detected in this document.		

		111						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F1. List tags		Not Applicable		No List elements were detected in this document.		

		112						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F2. List items vs. visual layout		Not Applicable		No list tags were detected in this document		

		113						Section F: PDFs containing Lists		F3. Nested lists		Not Applicable		No list tags were detected in this document		

		114						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H1. Tagged forms		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		115						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H2. Forms tooltips		Not Applicable		No form fields were detected in this document.		

		116						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H3. Tooltips contain requirements		Not Applicable		No Form Annotations were detected in this document.		

		117						Section H: PDFs containing Forms		H4. Required fields		Not Applicable		No Form Fields were detected in this document.		

		118						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I1. Nonstandard glyphs		Not Applicable		No special glyphs detected		

		119						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I2. OCR text		Not Applicable		No raster-based images were detected in this document.		

		120						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I5. TOC links		Not Applicable		No Table of Contents (TOCs) were detected in this document.		

		121						Section I: PDFs containing other common elements		I6. References and Notes		Not Applicable		No internal links were detected in this document		
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