
The Faces and Facts of Disability

Social Security Administration



The Campaign

 Faces and Facts of Disability is a campaign to 
increase public awareness of the Social Security 
disability insurance program.

 The Faces and Facts of Disability website provides 
helpful information about the program and 
personal stories about people who benefit from it 
the most.

 Explore the website at
www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityfacts



Compelling Videos 



Written Stories



Underlying Facts

 Social Security disability is insurance coverage that 
workers earn.

 The Social Security Act defines disability very strictly.
 Disability is unpredictable and can happen to anyone 

at any age.
 Social Security disability payments are modest.
 As experts projected for decades, the number of 

people qualifying for Social Security disability benefits 
has increased.

 Social Security works aggressively to prevent, detect, 
and prosecute fraud.



The Real Story

 An increase in the number of Social Security 
disability beneficiaries has strained the disability 
trust fund.

 Social Security’s trustees have predicted this 
increase since1995 due to the aging baby boomer 
population and more women entering the 
workforce.

 Unless Congress acts, these demographic changes 
will make us unable to pay Social Security disability 
benefits at full monthly amounts past 2016. 



The Real Story

 The President’s budget for 2016 proposes a 
responsible plan to temporarily reallocate a portion 
of the incoming Social Security payroll taxes from 
the trust fund used to pay retirement and survivors 
benefits to the trust fund used to pay disability 
benefits. 

 This would have no adverse effect on the current 
financial solvency of the combined Social Security 
programs, which are adequately financed to pay 
full benefits until 2034. 



The Real Story

 The President’s budget also proposes allowing us to 
identify and test promising improvements to the 
disability program that Congress may want to 
consider as part of a longer-term solution.

 These measures would enable us to pay full benefits 
until 2034 while establishing an evidentiary basis 
for Congress to evaluate potential changes to the 
program.



The Bottom Line

 We must never lose sight of the fact that Social 
Security disability beneficiaries are among the most 
severely disabled members of our communities.

 They survive on benefits they’ve earned through 
working and paying Social Security taxes.

 These benefits average less than $1,200 a month—
barely over the federal poverty line.



Vigilant Stewardship

 When making benefit determinations, we adhere to 
a very strict definition of disability as required by 
law.

 We prioritize continuing eligibility reviews 
according to their probable return on investment.

 Our aggressive anti-fraud efforts have resulted in a 
fraud rate that is a fraction of 1 percent, according 
to the Office of Inspector General’s own data.



Help Raise Awareness

www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityfacts



Help Raise Awareness

www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount
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